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a half from one of the many books on the traditions of
the Prophet, or Islamic literature.
When in Riyad Ibn Saud was wont to conclude his
day with a special visit to his father and his other
relatives, and only when he had concluded these
ceremonial visits did he retire to bed.
Every Friday Ibn Saud visits the graveyards of
his family, and he never journeys to Medina without
visiting the Holy Mausoleum over the grave of the
Prophet^ and those of the Prophet's Family.
In Mecca he still upholds the customary evening
visit to such relatives as may be in the Holy City.
Ibn Saud has diverse views on money and its value.
In peace he is extremely generous, being wont to
aver that money is only a means to an end and
should be utilized for the benefit of humanity.
" What we sow, we shall reap,53 he exclaims as he
gives freely, " and if we sow in the days of peace and
affluence we shall reap the fruit of that good in the
days of war and adversity."
In war Ibn Saud proved himself the reverse of
generous and earned for himself the reputation of
being more than economical. One of his maxims
in war was: " If you are generous to a Bedouin
during war he at once suspects you of weakness."
In the Western conception the Arab, or the
desert dweller, is so concerned with war, tribal feuds
and vendettas that he has little time or inclination
for the softer passions. Actually, of course, the Arab
has a heart as have other humans, and Arab history
abounds in instances of the dominating influence of
women.